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Church-planting in Italy statistically happens mostly because of division. Multiplication by division. Not the 
best. Impatto is committed to start new churches. Multiplication by multiplication! During 2018 It has been la 
dolce vita to see steps taken to church-plant. A joy to see vision and zeal. A joy to see conversations continu-
ing and beginning. Initiatives taken, others planned. Not that church-planting is particularly easy. There are 
many obstacles to be overcome - like a lack of human and financial resources; di�culties in overcoming indif-
ference or opposition; the temptation to do things which are user-friendly, not necessarily gospel-centered. 
One important element in developing a culture of church-planting continues to be promoting strong 
gospel-centrality. That might seem obvious, but in a country where e�orts, merit, losing face and la dolce vita 
are present, it really takes a strong message of grace to release people from their preconceived ideas and 
perspectives. 2018 has been yet another growing year. A year in which the sense of family within Impatto has 
continued to develop and where  decisive steps forward have been taken. Huge open doors and opportuni-
ties - ministry among ladies, migrants, human tra�cked, youth, to universities, hard urban places, rural con-
texts, Albania (!) through social media, events, literature, friendship… We look back to the past months and are 
grateful for all He is doing in Italy. Join with us in praise! Gloria a Dio!
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PRAISE AND PRAY AS YOU READ THROUGH THE FOLLOWING: 

IMPATTO Today

11 fully-assessed church planters 

3 candidates (nearing full-membership) 

1 new candidate (being coached) 

7 member churches (Trieste, Fontanafredda, Bologna, Budrio, Imola, Genova, Salerno) 

1 candidate church (Bergamo) 

3 new candidate church plants (Azzano Decimo, Pisa, Palermo) 

2 new church plants beginning (Sistiana, Conegliano) 

Internship programs in 3 locations 

Impatto website 8K Visitors (Jan-Dec)
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CHURCHES

Chiesa TrE, Trieste | (triestevangelica.com)

2018 was a year of blessing for our church. We thank God who did way more than we asked or thought. By His 
grace we baptised 3 new local believers and that is something that has not happened for quite a while. We also 
multiplied a small group and saw increased commitment by church members who took on responsibility for di�e-
rent roles and projects. One of the projects was the organisation of two summer camps for elementary school 
children that allowed us to be more accepted and well known by the city. It is encouraging to see that the Lord is 
bringing spiritual growth in love and unity. This is reflected in the commitments the church is taking. The church 
allocated a small fee to help support one of the pastors and committed to support a mission abroad. The church is 
also taking important steps for the multiplication of the church by starting one in a neighbouring town. This is parti-
cularly significant when looking at the numbers and economic di�culties as well the limited human and structural 
resources.

Chiesa Serenissima, Fontanafredda | (sbible.smgroup.info)

We at Serenissima Ministries rejoice at the Lord’s work over this last year. First, we are always thrilled with new 
converts and baptisms. Second, we held a big inauguration party at the beginning of May to launch our next church 
called “The Quercia” (The Oak Evangelical Church) in our province. It took years of preparation, but we are well 
under way and growing. During the second part of the year, we worked to strengthen the new church plant, re-grow 
our existing church, and prepare for the next church launch. In fact, in November our next church planter completed 
the assessment process and is now a candidate. We are now busy preparing the next church plant for this coming 
year. Additionally, the Lord has been raising up a new minister to help us with the growing work. This brother was 
saved in our church and is responding now to the call of pastoral ministry. In September, we were able to hire him 
on a half-time basis to allow for his training and outreach to more Italians. And finally, for an update with our refugee 
camp ministries. In 2018, we launched a “Life Lab” project which has successfully certified a dozen men for welding 
and soldering careers. We have currently found full time jobs for eight men and most of them are now also being 
discipled in our ministry. The teams of men who have invested in our newly arrived friends have done an outstan-
ding job of consistent teaching and care. 

As we approach this new year, we are filled with hope and expectation notwithstanding the many trials which await. 
We long for more people to know Christ and more churches in this land to exalt him. To continue to see his Kingdom 
come, we continually ask you for your prayers and support. Grazie for your Gospel collaboration with us.

Incontro con Gesù, Genova | (manidelmaestro.it | incontro-con-gesu)

This year, despite many challenges the ICG church is seeing the growth of a small group that loves Jesus and we 
praise God for having added two new believers who were baptized, spiritual fruit of the evangelstic work that we 
do through Mani del Maestro (Hands of the Master). We are grateful that Mani del Maestro continues to develop in 
serving the immediate community. We have more and more people to provide for and increasingly the church has 
an opportunity to serve the Lord in this. This year we distributed more than 18 tons of food and 10 tons of clothing. 
There were also countless moments of counselling and sharing the Hope of the Gospel. The ‘Progetto Uscita’ 
ministry (Exit Project) aids victims of human tra�cking. This year we celebrated five years of activity and we are 
really overjoyed because God has allowed us to see the first girl (V) freed from slavery and join a recovery program 
in a sheltered house. We ask you to pray for a small group of ladies that is attending the Mani del Maestro and who 
are interested in the Gospel. Pray for Dorian, Ernesto and Luca who are beginning to take some responsibility in 
the church. Pray for the the ministry “Ripe Fields” led by the Mahoneys, our co-workers focusing on reaching out 
with the gospel to  the migrants, gipsy minorities and marginalised in general. Pray that there might be wisdom and 
clarity in this focus.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CHURCHES

Chiesa La Rocca, Imola | (chiesalarocca.com)

A church community within the city of Imola with a small core of believers committed to seeing others come to know 
about the message of the Gospel; multiple opportunities in the city with small Bible reading groups, Women’s craft 
nights, and commitment to live out the gospel where everyone lives and works.  Strategic events that impact the 
local community (sports camps, Thanksgiving dinner, English conversation nights) with many hearing and seeing 
the gospel lived out.

Chiesa La Piazza, Budrio | (chiesalapiazza.it)

One of our desires and objectives for 2018 was to reach out to every generation in our community. By the Lord's 
grace a door opened for us to work with the elderly at a weekly  co�ee morning attended by one of our church 
members. Around Christmans we did a morning explaining the real meaning of Christmas and had many great 
gospel conversations, especially with the sta�. We have also had the opportunity to work with the local under-age 
migrants every week and once a month we do a programme mixing teenagers from Budrio with the migrants. In 
each of these events we are able to share the gospel. A highlight for this year was the baptism of a husband and 
wife together. They started coming to the church as a result of their teenage daughter coming to our teens 
programme and going home and telling her parents what she had learned about the Bible. Soon after the mum and 
then the dad started attending and by the grace of God both have come to faith. Their baptism was a real joy for 
our church and we are encouraged by their missional mindset and commitment!

Nuova Vita, Bologna | (nuovavita.org)

Despite numerous challenges, it has been an encouraging season in which the Lord has strengthened our ministry 
team. Since September we have a larger leadership team, with 4 deacons, an administrator and a pastoral 
assistant. A number of church-members have become more passionate about studying Scripture. Over 15 new 
people enrolled in the PERCORSI courses (Porterbrook Learning), where we are learning how the Gospel needs to 
define every area of our lives and how to study the Bible. We have seen the birth and development of NV Art mini-
stry, which testifies to the gospel through the arts. While three of our interns have completed  their training and are 
engaged in various ministries, still five others continue their theological formation, ministry practice and character 
development as disciples of Jesus. Our hope and prayer is that we would seek to honour God in how we love and 
serve the church body and by our ministries advance the Gospel in Bologna and throughout Italy.

Nuova Vita, Salerno | (nuovavitasalerno.com)
2018 for Nuova Vita has been a very encouraging year. We have seen continued growth in the gospel, both in 
number and depth. We formalized our membership process, welcoming 20 core members to our church, each of 
which are aligned in both the vision of the church, and the implications of the gospel in life. We are also bringing on 
2 Italian interns, to help further our vision to invest in next generation leaders for greater kingdom impact through 
church planting. Please pray as we pursue a new meeting space that is both central, and larger to encourage 
further growth. And pray that God would open doors as we seek new initiatives to reach the city with the gospel of 
grace!

IMPATTO EVENTS

IMPATTO 
Family  
August 2018



IMPATTO EVENTS

RELAZIONE 
this is the annual retreat where Impatto families - the pastors and key team or church members come 
to enjoy each other’s company, grow together  as friends and family and spend rich times of fellow-
ship, sharing together..  Lots of challenges this year from our study of Philemon with a special empha-
sis on relationships! 

FORMAZIONE 
This year our 2-day training conference was led by Todd Morr of Saturate on the theme of “Missional 
Communities Fluent in the Gospel”. These times together solidify our growth in the gospel and are 
times of healthy growth. An encouraging step is that of including key members from the churches. 

IMPATTO LADIES
During 2018 the ladies of Impatto have been able to continue developing a vision for serving the ladies 
of our churches (and beyond!). This year Nora Allison (Sojourn Loiusville) warmly and deeply led 
teaching and in-depth sessions in the retreat. A new section for Ladies on the Impatto blog has been 
launched.

ALBANIA
The Dinas in Tirana have been fully approved as A29 members. During 2018 we have continued to walk 
alongside them and invest in them. We are encouraged by first steps in a church-planting project in 
an area of Tirana. We are also encouraged by a growing sense of vision and the development of a 
core-team.
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IMPATTO
New entries: churches and church plants

BERGAMO
Over the past year we have enjoyed good stability in the growth of the church. There have also been some chal-
lenges but we are learning new things and rejoicing in Christ. Here in Bergamo you can see that the fields are 
white unto harvest. We are surrounded by a churchless  culture with no desire for the things  of God. Even chur-
ches that profess the gospel have little understanding of he gospel and are unclear  what the church  is called to 
be in the culture. We are saddened by the lostness around us, pray and seek to reach into a very hard context. 
At the same time we are encouraged that the harvest belongs to Lord and we are labourers called to depend  on  
him. Recently we have been engaging in some further training to deepen our understanding  of the  culture,  the 
church and the gospel. We continue to press on in our area. We are grateful for the committed group of believers 
who are growing in living out the gospel in care for  one another.

AZZANO DECIMO (near Pordenone) 
La Quercia (The Oak) Church was launched during May 2018. Led by Franco Tartari with a small group of 
passionate men sent by Serenissima church, this church plant is the first Evangelical church in the history of the 
town! Preaching, prayer and the study of God’s Word are essential elements which are helping the core group to 
grow together. There are many ways to interact with the population. Sometimes this can happen through a 
birthday party or contacts at the local school. One new couple has been attending regularly and has been chal-
lenged by the truth of Scripture. Above all, though, it is a great joy to realize that only Jesus could have put all of 
this together! 

PISA
During 2018 La Torre (The Tower) church  started in the historic city of Pisa, home of the iconic Leaning Tower.  The 
church-plant has an enthusiastic core group of six young adults. Three unbeliever regularly attend. One of them 
commented: “Before getting to know you I didn’t believe God existed, but because of you I’m changing my mind!” 
One encouraging sign has been the generosity of churches and believers who have given to be able rent a mee-
ting-place from January 2019 for the Sunday gatherings. The challenge we face is to accept not always having 
answers to the questions we have and in surrendering daily to the Lord, believing that His plan is always good 
and that it always involves us, even when we’re down.

PALERMO
JD and Annette Gilmore have moved to the capital city of Sicily with over a million inhabitants. There, together 
with the Crociveras they have started LifeHope - a church for this generation. About a dozen people are already 
attending. What a joy to recently see an older lady open her home and increasingly her heart to the good news 
of grace. LifeHope meets in a hall close to the campus. There are growing contacts with the university students 
and some are indicating good interest. Palermo and LifeHope are a great setting for an internship program and 
plans are underway to see that opportunity develop.  

SISTIANA
Over the last couple of years Andrea and Mckenzie Dorigo, part of the ministry and leadership of TRE (Trieste) 
have begun to reach out with the gospel to their town of Sistiana. This initiative has shown encouraging respon-
se. There have already been great gospel opportunities and good contacts have developed. During 2018 the first 
steps have been made to begin gathering regularly and to reach out further to the immediate context.
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CONEGLIANO
Latest of the Impatto plants, Daniel and Xenia Taut are A29 candidates and live in Conegliano, an important town 
north of Venice. Sent by Serenissima, the Tauts are already well-connected in the town. Dani has skills as a 
mechanic and has used that to connect with people. Additionally there is a growing, exciting work among the 
migrants in the area. Dani has been involved in teaching welding skills. But more importantly also teaching 
Gospel truths. There have been several events and this new, developing church plant is enjoying growing 
visibility. 
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What a joy to take a group from Italy to the A29 Europe conference in Belgrade where 
we were able to provide the media and worship teams. Our Italians also enjoyed robust 
discussions, challenging and uplifting input and obtaining a bigger and clearer vision 
of what God is doing throughout Europe! For some this experience was a significant 
landmark in their lives. 
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YOU & 
IMPATTO

VISION TRIP
a great way to get a feel and vision for Italy is to come over for an intense vision trip. 

SHORT-TERM MINISTRY TEAM TRIPS
could you bring a team to help church-planting?

INTERNS
why not consider joining an internship program (12-18 months). 

EXCHANGE COLLEGE STUDENTS
explore opportunities to come to Italy as an exchange student. 

PROFESSIONALS
could you do your job based in Italy? 

CHURCH-PLANTERS
with an estimated number of less than 50 gospel-centered churches nationally (!) 
there is much need for church-planters, ready to give all!

PARTNERS:
we are praying for more significant partners to join us as we seek to church-plant. We would be glad to regu-
larly fuel your prayers.
 
CHURCHES TO TWIN WITH US: 
would your church be interested in a twinning project with Italy? Ideally a two or three year commitment to 
pray, give and send. Connect with us. 
 
FINANCE (general needs and special projects): 
We have pressing needs as we have just lost around a quarter of our annual budget. Would you prayerfully 
consider how you can support us? You can give to the general work of Impatto, but we can also highlight 
specific, exciting projects and real needs.  You can find a donate button on our website.

JUST CONNECT 

if you are interested in learning more about the challenge and opportunity of mission in Italy.
if you are coming to Italy on vacation
if you have connections with Italy or Italians: tell us about it (we have resources to help you be on mission too!)
if you want more news and information to pray through and share with others

STAFF
We also rejoice that during 2017 we have been able to have a dedicated translator, Paolo Polito, 
and a media coordinator, Stefano Staniscia (who has also begun acting as A29 Europe Media 
and Communications Coordinator!)

Opportunities &
Needs: 

+39 339 412 6665



UNA DIVERSIFICATA FAMIGLIA GLOBALE DI CHIESE
CHE FONDANO CHIESE

IMPATTO ITALIA

Impatto is Acts 29 in Italy

www.impattoitalia.org


